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AZGFD Native Trout Program

ɆHow AZGFD works with native trout

ɆWhat drives recovery activities?

ɆApache trout overview

ɆGila trout overview



AZGFD and Native Trout Recovery

ɆManages native trout on state and federal 
lands in AZ

ɆCore partners: Fish and Wildlife Service, US Forest 
Service, AZGFD, NMDGF, Tribes, Bureau of 
Reclamation

ɆOther partners: Universities, Trout Unlimited & 
chapters, Federation of Fly Fishers & chapters, 
Western Native Trout Initiative, National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation, Salt River Project



ESA, Recovery Plans & Teams Drive Recovery  

ɆSpecies listed under ESA as endangered or threatened: 
ESA is implemented by lead agencies NMFS and FWS

ɆRecovery goal under ESA: to restore listed species to a 
point where they are secure, self-sustaining 
components of their ecosystem so as to allow delisting

ɆPart of the process: recovery team, recovery plan, 
recovery implementation

ɆApache Trout RP (2009); Gila Trout RP (2003)



AZGFD role in recovery: Apache trout

ɆApache trout RP (2009)

ɀEstablish & maintain 30 self-sustaining 
populations

ɀRemove threats (non-native trout; fix barriers)

ɀAZGFD, USFS, FWS work on recovery streams on 
National Forest lands

ɀFWS and Tribes work on recovery streams on 
Tribal lands

ɀCurrently at 28 populations
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Apache Trout Distribution



Current Apache Trout 
Recovery Planning

ɆRecovery Plan and National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF)
ɀNFWF Apache Trout Keystone Initiative:
ɆMetapopulations in West Fork Black River and on 

FAIR

ɆSecure barriers

ɆRenovations to remove non-native trout

ɆHabitat restoration

ɆPopulation assessments

ɆDelisting proposal



AZGFD role in recovery: Gila trout

ɆGila trout RP (2003)
ɀ1) 20 populations in Gila River Recovery Unit   (93 

mi)

ɀ2) 15 populations in San Francisco Recovery Unit 
(50 mi)

ɀ3) 4 San Francisco-Gila River mixed lineage 
populations (25 mi)

ɀAZGFD, NMGFD, USFS, FWS work on recovery 
streams



Gila Trout in Arizona

ɆRaspberry Creek ɀsmall population

ɆDude Creek ɀlikely extirpated

ɆFrye Creek ɀstocked November 2009

ɆGrapevine Creek ɀstocked November 2009

ɆChitty Creek ɀfloods in 2007

ɆWest Fork Oak Creek - NEPA in progress



Frye, Ash, Marijilda creeks

Raspberry, Grant creeks

Chitty Creek


